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JANUARY – DECEMBER 2014

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN, FACULTY OF
MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES
Stellenbosch University is proud to be at the forefront of
an initiative such as the African Cancer Institute (ACI) that
aims to prevent cancer and improve access to treatment
and care of patients with cancer on the African continent.
The vision of our Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences
is to advance health and equality in South Africa and
beyond, and the ACI is well positioned in terms of its
expertise and collaborative partnerships to take the fight
against cancer to a new level.
The ACI is proving to be an important champion for
combating cancer on the continent by amongst others
conducting high-level cancer research and improving the
prevention, diagnosis and management of the disease
in Africa.
I would like to congratulate the ACI director, Prof Vikash Sewram, on the significant strides
that have been taken under his leadership to date. We look forward to many more significant
achievements in the years ahead.
Prof Jimmy Volmink
Dean: Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences
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FOREWORD FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE
ACI: PROF VIKASH SEWRAM
The year 2014 marks a historic occasion in the calendar
of Stellenbosch University (SU) as the inaugural year of
the African Cancer Institute (ACI) within the University’s
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences. The ACI is
a strategic initiative by SU aimed at consolidating its
cancer and cancer-related research activities with a view
to developing a critical mass of scientists, clinicians,
postgraduate students and fellows so as to mobilise the
cancer research agenda for South Africa (SA) and the
region at large. The Institute aims to be a leader in the
field, ensuring that cancer research activities are focused,
innovative, relevant and create a huge value add, thus
enabling a platform for policy-driven outcomes.
Cancer has a significant health impact on the South
African population and on the region. Therefore, cancer
risk identification and prevention, and advancements in early detection and treatment, are
emerging national health issues that need to be dealt with appropriately in order to improve
the quality of life and increase the life expectancy of South Africans and people on the continent
at large. Hence, the strengthening of research and development remain core to any success in
understanding and curbing the rising epidemic of cancer.
The determination of the University not just to harness the collaborative intellect of individuals,
groups and institutions within SA, but rather to transcend regional and international boundaries
in the interests of the whole of Africa, points the way to a broader and brighter future for the
African nation and to a rejuvenation of and recommitment to our fight against cancer. It is a
substantial, ambitious and demanding agenda for our health-related programmes to reach all of
Africa in a single wave and to the same extent; however, through the ethos of SU and the ACI, our
activities will be seen as nodes in a broad, regional framework.
I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the University leadership, the deans of all the faculties and
the University staff for their support in this initiative. A special thank you to Prof J Volmink, Dean:
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, for his constant guidance, support and encouragement.
Professor Vikash Sewram
Director
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VISION
Striving towards a cancer free Africa

MISSION
To become an internationally recognised comprehensive cancer research centre conducting and
co-ordinating multidisciplinary cancer and cancer-related health research relevant to the African
continent and to provide a platform for scholarly growth and knowledge production in pursuit of
high-quality evidence-based cancer care.

GOALS
•
•
•
•

To promote, co-ordinate and facilitate cancer and cancer-related research
To strengthen basic, clinical, epidemiological, translational and interdisciplinary research
To assist in the development of learner-centric educational and training programmes
related to cancer and public health
To enhance health systems and services for cancer prevention and control

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE ACI
The ACI resides under the Division of Community Health of the Faculty of Medicine and Health
Sciences. The responsibility for advising on and approving the strategic management of the ACI
lies with its Governing Board and the responsibility for strategic and day-to-day management lies
with the Director, assisted by a Management Committee. An international Advisory Board will
provide input and recommendations into the strategic plan of the ACI, advise and give direction
on how best to fulfil its objectives and ensure that it plays a key role in South Africa and the
continent at large. The organogram in figure 1 outlines the ACI’s structure.

RESEARCH
Research at the ACI will cut across the cancer continuum, whether it be prevention, screening,
early detection, diagnosis, treatment or palliative care.
Research projects will focus on:
1.

Providing a greater understanding of the aetiology of cancer within South Africa and on
the African continent;

2.

Improving risk profiling for surveillance and monitoring;

3.

Fostering innovative approaches to integrative cancer medicine;

4.

Developing cost-effective and readily available diagnostic and prognostic technologies;

5.

Discovering new therapies and enhancing current therapies for cancer treatment;

6.

Increasing research capacity and the technical skills of our scientists, clinicians and other
health-care professionals;
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7.

Strengthening health systems and services within the cancer domain;

8.

Ensuring knowledge dissemination and public awareness of cancer prevention and
management; and finally

9.

Formulating evidence-based policy for cancer prevention, management and control.

Figure 1. Organogram of the African Cancer Institute

Figure 2. Key attributes of ACI’s projects

african cancer institute annual report 2014

|7

JANUARY – DECEMBER 2014

The key aspirational attributes of the Institution’s research projects are illustrated in figure 2,
followed by a discussion of specific projects.

RESEARCH PROJECTS
Patient’s Decisional Control Preferences in the Palliative Care Setting: A
Multi-Centre Survey
The aim of this study is to collect data on the decisional control preferences across 11 countries
and among various cultures within a palliative care setting with a view to determining the level
of agreement between patients’ decisional control preferences (DCPs) and their self-reported
actual decision-making experiences regarding cancer care, and to identify associations among
patients’ decisional control preferences and their socio-demographic and clinical characteristics.
Effective communication strategies and understanding DCPs result in the provision of quality
cancer care and patient satisfaction. Patient-family-physician communication regarding decisionmaking and disclosure preferences still remains a complex and poorly understood area. Studies
to understand the DCP of advanced cancer patients are limited; there also is limited published
data on concordance between the DCP and actual decisions made; and factors associated with
passive or shared DCP and patients’ level of understanding of their illness and prognosis in
various countries with diversity in language, ethnicity and social structure, such as Latin America,
Asia, India and Africa. This study would provide a means for improving our understanding of
the variations in DCP in various regions of the world, and also result in hypothesis-generating
data to develop decisional aids to facilitate DCP and advanced-care planning in patients with
advanced cancer. The development of these decisional aids will further enhance our ability to
deliver effective cancer care and improve patient satisfaction. The South African study is being
conducted at the Highway Hospice in KwaZulu-Natal Province. This multi-centre study was made
possible through a grant from the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (MDACC)
Sister Institution Network Fund.

Project ECHO Telementoring to Improve Cervical Cancer Screening and
Prevention in Mozambique
Project ECHO (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes) is a model for learning and
collaborative practice that links primary care clinicians with specialist care teams at university
medical centres to manage patients who have chronic conditions requiring complex care. This
platform is managed through regularly scheduled teleECHO clinics, in which the specialists use
videoconferencing to co-manage patient cases and share their expertise via mentoring, guidance,
feedback and didactic education. This platform was initially developed in 2003 by Dr Sanjeev
Arora at the University of New Mexico (UNM) to improve both the capacity of and access to
specialty care for rural and underserved populations. The aim of this study therefore is to increase
the number of providers in Mozambique performing high-quality cervical cancer screening,
diagnostic and treatment procedures for pre-invasive cervical disease. It is envisaged that Project
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ECHO will improve the education, training and support of local providers, resulting in increased
access to and better quality cervical cancer prevention services for women in Mozambique. In
addition, it will improve quality control and provider satisfaction and retention.
This study is a collaborative effort between the Mozambique Ministry of Health, MDACC, Barretos
Cancer Hospital and the African Cancer Institute, and is a first for Africa with its focus on improving
the training and education of providers, ultimately improving cancer care and prevention. If
successful, this project can be replicated in other countries in Africa and Latin America to improve
cervical cancer screening and preventive services. This study was made possible through a grant
from the MDACC Sister Institution Network Fund.

Evaluation of the mutagenic and cytotoxic properties of chrome-containing
enemas and risk of colorectal cancer
The aim of this study is to assess the patterns of usage of chrome-containing enemas and to
determine the risk associated with the development of colorectal cancer. The project also intends
to investigate the potential mutagenicity and cell-transforming properties of chrome-containing
traditional medicines. Chrome-containing enemas used in traditional medicine are a potential
source of human exposure to Cr(VI). In addition, the rectal administration route of the enemas
allows for the rapid absorption of Cr(VI) into the exposed cells, which otherwise would be reduced
to a less toxic form of Cr(III) by the acidic stomach environment when exposed orally. Therefore
the use of traditional enemas and the high level of human exposure to Cr(VI) pose a potential
risk of cancer development in users. However, it is not known whether the preparatory processes
and the complex multi-species nature of these medicines influence the effects of potassium
dichromate alone. This study is funded by Lanxess (Pty) Ltd.

High Resolution Microendoscopy for the Management of Oesophageal
Neoplasia
Oesophageal cancer remains a major public health problem in South Africa, with enormous
variation in incidence and geographical distribution. Because of the advanced stage at
presentation, treatment in under-resourced hospitals in South Africa is generally supportive or
palliative. The goal of this project is to assess the cost-effectiveness and feasibility of incorporating
high-resolution microendoscopy (HRME) into endoscopic screening and surveillance. This novel
technology has been preliminarily evaluated in China as an adjunct to Lugol’s chromoendoscopy
for early detection, and it appears to increase the specificity of oesophageal squamous dysplasia
detection, thus preventing unnecessary tissue biopsies of unstained lesions and hence minimising
the cost of pathology. This new technique will be evaluated in the high-risk population of the
Eastern Cape Province to see if it can enable low-cost early detection in a limited-resource setting.
The hypothesis is that this novel, low-cost approach can improve the efficiency, clinical impact
and cost-effectiveness of the current standard of oesophageal neoplasia screening by offering a
real-time, in vivo diagnosis that reduces biopsy numbers and repeat procedures while preserving
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sensitivity. South Africa is earmarked as one of the trial sites for the conduct of this study. This
study is supported through an R01 granted from the National Institutes of Health.

NEW MASTERS PROGRAMME IN CANCER SCIENCE
The African Cancer Institute applied for the introduction of a new Master’s programme
commencing in 2017. The Master of Philosophy in Cancer Science will be an interdisciplinary
programme that will offer postgraduate training to all cadres of health personnel, including those
with a social science and/or basic science background in South Africa and from other African
countries, who wish to broaden their understanding of the complexities around cancer and to
pursue cancer or cancer-related research with the aim of reducing its burden on humanity in the
years ahead. The programme is intended to deliver the theoretical and practical insights needed
to address the increasing incidence of cancer and to provide a pipeline for postgraduate students
who wish to enter a cancer research career with a view to having an impact on the incidence of and
mortality from the disease. The hallmarks of cancer are extremely complex and, given the depth
of research that is required, this programme will mould a skill set designed to advance current
knowledge on this disease and tackle key problem areas through research. The programme will

Seen at the signing ceremony between the ACI and the MDACC were, front row (left to right): Dr Kathleen
Schmeler (Associate Professor: Department of Gynaecologic Oncology and Reproductive Medicine,
MDACC), Dr Shubhra Ghosh (Project Director: Global Programs, MDACC), back row: Prof Oliver Bogler
(Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs and Vice President, Global Academic Programs, MDACC), Prof
Eugene Cloete (Vice-Rector: Research & Innovation, SU), Prof Vikash Sewram (Director: ACI), Prof Nico Gey
van Pittius (Deputy Dean: Research, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Prof Jimmy Volmink (Dean:
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences) and Prof Branislav Jeremic (HoD: Division of Radiation Oncology)
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build on a current set of modules such as Biostatistics and Research Methods that currently exist
within a Master’s framework, with the addition of new modules to build on the skills base that
is required to advance cancer research and pierce the much-needed innovation chasm. This
programme is unique and aims to address cancer through a multipronged approach, providing
the necessary skills to advance our understanding of the disease. The introduction of the MPhil in
Cancer Science programme will ensure that an appropriate cadre of cancer researchers emerges
to conduct research and to provide a gateway to undertake doctoral studies in this field. As
a result of the African agenda, postgraduate students from Africa also will be encouraged to
register for the degree and to undertake their research in their home country, thus increasing the
ACI’s visibility in the continent.

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MD ANDERSON CANCER
CENTER
In November 2013, Stellenbosch University signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (MDACC) in the USA. The MDACC is
one of the world’s leading cancer treatment, education, research and prevention facilities. It is a
comprehensive cancer centre designated by the National Cancer Act of 1971 and is one of 41
National Cancer Institute-designated comprehensive cancer centres today.
The MoU serves as a basis for developing training programmes, undertaking faculty exchanges,
attending oncology courses and developing collaborative research projects to advance the
understanding of cancer and improving cancer care.

HIGHLIGHTS
Prof Sewram submitted the 2013/2014 Annual Report of the Ministerial Advisory Committee on
the Prevention and Control of Cancer to the Honourable Minister of Health, Dr A Motsoaledi. The
report highlighted the activities of the advisory committee over the past year and outlined its plan
going forward.

(Left) Prof Sewram addressing the public at the opening of the first Cancer Prevention Centre and launch of the
mobile unit in Fianarantsoa, Madagascar. (Right): Pink March to raise awareness of cancer prevention
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Her Excellency, the First Lady of Namibia, Madame
Penehupifo Pohamba, speaks at the 8th SCCA in
Windhoek, Namibia

Prof Sewram was invited by the Akbaraly
Foundation to speak at the opening of the
first cancer prevention centre in the city of
Fianarantsoa, Madagascar on Sunday, 24
May 2014. The title of his talk was “Cancer
in Africa and the Importance of Prevention”.
A mobile unit was also launched to create
awareness and undertake screening in rural
areas. This initiative arose from a partnership
between the Akbaraly Foundation and the
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) and the United Nations Fund for
Populations (UNFPA). Present at the event
was a high-level delegation from the United
Nations, the Madagascan health authorities
and private donors. After the inauguration, a
pink march was organised to raise awareness
of the importance of prevention.

Prof Sewram was invited to speak at the 8th Stop Cervical, Breast & Prostate Cancer in Africa
Conference (SCCA) held at the Safari Hotel Conference Centre in Windhoek, Namibia from 20 to
22 July 2014. The title of his presentation was “Mobilising a Co-ordinated Response for Cancer
Prevention in Africa”. The conference was hosted by the Princess Nikky Breast and Cervical Cancer
Foundation in collaboration with the Government of the Republic of Namibia, under the auspices
of Her Excellency: Madame Penehupifo Pohamba, the First Lady of the Republic of Namibia and
Incoming Chairperson of the Forum of African First Ladies Against Cervical, Breast & Prostate
Cancer. More than 1 200 participants, including the Head of State of Namibia, 18 first ladies,
30 ministers and 40 senior parliamentarians attended the Conference, with the theme “Moving
forward to end Cervical Cancer by 2030: Universal Access to Cervical Cancer Prevention”.
Prof Abdool Samad Shaik (Division of Paediatric Surgery) and Dr Marguerite Morkel (Division of
Nuclear Medicine) each received a GAP Travel Award to attend the MDACC Global Academic
Programs (GAP) 2014 Conference, which was held in Seoul, Korea and hosted by the Yonsei
Cancer Centre, Yonsei University Health System. The GAP conference takes place annually and
provides a forum for faculty from the MDACC and its sister institutions to develop collaborations
and exchange research results and ideas. As an associate of MDACC, two awards were made
available to the ACI for faculty members to present their research at the conference. Prof Shaik’s
presentation was entitled “A descriptive and clinical epidemiological survey of children with
synchronous bilateral nephroblastoma treated in a developing country”, while Dr Morkel presented
on “Locally advanced cervix cancer: Using PET/CT for early detection of distant spread”.
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Left to right: Prof Abdool Shaik, Dr Marguerite Morkel and Prof Vikash Sewram
at the Global Academic Programs 2014 Conference

The ACI hosted the “Current Diagnosis & Treatment of Breast Cancer” seminar, with Dr Elise
Cook from MDACC as the guest speaker, at the Division of Radiation Oncology on 23 July 2014.
Dr Cook is an Associate Professor in the Department of Clinical Cancer Prevention. She is a
board-certified family physician who specialises in cancer prevention, screening, diagnosis and
survivorship care at the institution’s Cancer Prevention Center. Dr Cook also gave a lecture to the
postgraduate students attending the MSc Clinical Epidemiology course.
Prof Sewram chaired the meeting between the MDACC delegation (Dr Shubhra Ghosh and
Dr Oliver Bogler) and the FMHS staff. The focus of this meeting was on establishing further
collaborative research areas between the two institutions and to establish the type of support
that would be required in order to initiate the research projects.

ACCOLADES AND AWARDS
During the OESO Permanent Scientific Meeting held in Chicago on 5 May, Prof Sewram was
unanimously elected to a seat in the Oncology section. The OESO (World Organization for
Specialized Studies on Diseases of the Esophagus) Foundation is an original enterprise, built on
the collaborative previous working experience of over 20 years acquired through OESO, in which
polydisciplinary skills at the highest international level are combined to focus on a single organ,
the oesophagus.
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Left to right: Dr Shubhra Ghosh (Project Director: Global Academic Programs, MDACC),Dr Oliver Bogler
(Senior Vice President: Global Academic Programs, MDACC), Dr Elise Cook (Associate Professor:
Department of Clinical Cancer Prevention, MDACC) and Prof Vikash Sewram (Director: ACI) at the breast
cancer seminar

Prof Sewram presented his inaugural lecture, titled “Baby Steps to a Giant Leap: Envisioning
a Continent Free of Cancer”, at the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences of Stellenbosch
University on 27 October 2015. The lecture was attended by faculty staff and research partners,
including those from the Cancer Association of South Africa (CANSA), Think Food and the
University of the Western Cape.

RESEARCH AND OTHER OUTPUTS
Cancer Research Publications in Peer-Reviewed Journals by Stellenbosch
University Staff
Akudugu, J., Serafin, A. & Bohm, L. 2015. Further evaluation of uPA and PAI-1 as biomarkers for prostatic
diseases. J Cancer Res Clin Oncol 141(4): 627–631.
Azzopardi, M., Porcel, J.M., Koegelenberg, C.F., Lee, Y.C. & Fysh, E.T. 2014. Current controversies in the
management of malignant pleural effusions. Semin Respir Crit Care Med 35(6): 723–731.
Cori, A., Ayles, H. & Beyers, N. et al. 2014. HPTN 071 (PopART): a cluster-randomized trial of the population
impact of an HIV combination prevention intervention including universal testing and treatment:
mathematical model. PLoS One 9(1): e84511.
Cotton, R.G., Langer, R. & Leong, T. et al. 2014. Coping with esophageal cancer approaches worldwide.
Ann NY Acad Sci 1325: 138–58.
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Left to right: Profs Marietjie de Villiers, Deputy Dean: Education (FMHS), Jimmy Volmink, Dean (FMHS),
Vikash Sewram and Mohammad Karaan, Acting Vice-Rector: Community Interaction and Personnel at SU.
Dasari, R., Banuls, L.M. & Masi, M. et al. 2014. C1, C2-ether derivatives of the Amaryllidaceae alkaloid
lycorine: retention of activity of highly lipophilic analogues against cancer cells. Bioorg Med Chem
Lett 24(3): 923–927.
Davidson, A., Wainwright, R.D. & Stones, D.K. et al. 2014. Malignancies in South African children with HIV.
J Pediatr Hematol Oncol 36(2): 111–117.
Flepisi, B.T., Bouic, P., Sissolak, G. & Rosenkranz, B. 2014. Biomarkers of HIV-associated Cancer. Biomark
Cancer 6: 11–20.
Flepisi, B.T., Bouic, P., Sissolak, G. & Rosenkranz, B. 2014. Drug-drug interactions in HIV positive cancer
patients. Biomed Pharmacother 68(5): 665–677.
Gbabe, O.F., Okwundu, C.I., Dedicoat, M. & Freeman, E.E. 2014. Treatment of severe or progressive Kaposi’s
sarcoma in HIV-infected adults. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 9: CD003256.
Ghavami, S., Wolkenhauer, O., Lahouti, F., Ullah, M. & Linnebacher, M. 2014. Accounting for randomness in
measurement and sampling in studying cancer cell population dynamics. IET Syst Biol 8(5): 230–241.
Govender, J., Loos, B., Marais, E. & Engelbrecht, A.M. 2014. Mitochondrial catastrophe during doxorubicininduced cardiotoxicity: a review of the protective role of melatonin. J Pineal Res 57(4): 367–380.
Greeff, A.P., Vansteenwegen, A. & Geldhof, A. 2014. Resilience in families with a child with cancer. Pediatr
Hematol Oncol 31(7): 670–679.
Halmos, G.B., De Bruine, B.L. & Langendijk, J.A. et al. 2014. Head and neck tumor hypoxia imaging by
18F-fluoroazomycin-arabinoside (18F-FAZA)-PET: a review. Clin Nucl Med 39(1): 44–48.
Heyns, C.F., Basson, J., Van der Merwe, A. & Zarrabi, A.D. Clinical (non-histological) diagnosis of advanced
prostate cancer: Evaluation of treatment outcome after androgen deprivation therapy. S Afr J Surg
52(3): 82–85.
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Jeremic, B. 2014. Concurrent hyperfractionated radiation therapy and low dose, daily chemotherapy as
an effective and low toxicity approach in locally advanced (stage III) non-small-cell lung cancer. Clin
Lung Cancer 15(3): e31–e32.
Jeremic, B. 2014. Concurrent radiochemotherapy in stage IIIA non-small-cell lung cancer: not just
effectiveness but very low toxicity. Ann Thorac Surg 97(6): 2228.
Jeremic, B. 2014. Consolidation chemotherapy after concurrent radiochemotherapy in locally advanced
non-small-cell lung cancer may have been beneficial if we only knew where it have worked. J Thorac
Oncol 9(1): e7.
Jeremic, B., Vanderpuye, V. & Abdel-Wahab, S. et al. 2014. Patterns of practice in palliative radiotherapy
in Africa – case revisited. Clin Oncol (R Coll Radiol) 26(6): 333–343.
Kassebaum, N.J., Bertozzi-Villa, A. & Coggeshall, M.S. et al. 2014. Global, regional, and national levels
and causes of maternal mortality during 1990–2013: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of
Disease Study 2013. Lancet 384(9947): 980–1004.
Kleemann, B., Loos, B., Scriba, T.J., Lang, D. & Davids, L.M. 2014. St John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum
L.) photomedicine: hypericin-photodynamic therapy induces metastatic melanoma cell death. PLoS
One 9(7): e103762.
Koegelenberg, C.F. & Calligaro, G. 2014. Transthoracic ultrasound for the categorization of pleural
effusions as malignant: an adjunct, but not the answer? Respiration 87(4): 265–266.
Lombard, M., Steyn, N., Burger, H.M., Charlton, K. & Gelderblom, W. 2014. A proposed method to
determine fumonisin exposure from maize consumption in a rural South African population using a
culturally appropriate FFQ. Public Health Nutr 17(1): 131–138.
Muijs, C.T., Beukema, J.C. & Woutersen, D. et al. 2014. Clinical validation of FDG-PET/CT in the radiation
treatment planning for patients with oesophageal cancer. Radiother Oncol 113(2): 188–192.
Murray, C.J., Ortblad, K.F. & Guinovart, C. et al. 2014. Global, regional, and national incidence and
mortality for HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria during 1990–2013: a systematic analysis for the Global
Burden of Disease Study 2013. Lancet 384(9947): 1005–1070.
Muthuri, S.G., Venkatesan, S. & Myles, P.R. 2014. Effectiveness of neuraminidase inhibitors in reducing
mortality in patients admitted to hospital with influenza A H1N1pdm09 virus infection: a metaanalysis of individual participant data. Lancet Respir Med 2(5): 395–404.
Paintsil, V., David, H. & Kambugu, J. et al. 2015. The Collaborative Wilms Tumour Africa Project; baseline
evaluation of Wilms tumour treatment and outcome in eight institutes in sub-Saharan Africa. Eur J
Cancer 51(1): 84–91.
Pasternack, J.B., Domogauer, J.D., Khullar, A., Akudugu, J.M. & Howell R.W. 2014. The advantage of
antibody cocktails for targeted alpha therapy depends on specific activity. J Nucl Med 55(12): 20122019.
Schonfeld, S.J., Winde, F. & Albrecht, C. et al. 2014. Health effects in populations living around the
uraniferous gold mine tailings in South Africa: gaps and opportunities for research. Cancer Epidemiol
38(5): 628–632.
Shapiro, S., De Villiers, T.J. & Pines, A. et al. 2014. Re: Estrogen plus progestin and breast cancer incidence
and mortality in the women’s health initiative observational study. J Natl Cancer Inst 106(2): djt372.
Serafin, A.M., Akudugu, J.M. & Bohm, L. 2015. Influence of freeze-drying on the recovery of the tumour
invasion markers uPA and PAI-1 from prostate cancer resections. Ann Clin Biochem 52(Pt 3): 387–394.
Sewram, V., Sitas, F., O’Connell, D. & Myers, J. 2014. Diet and esophageal cancer risk in the Eastern Cape
Province of South Africa. Nutr Cancer 66(5): 791–799.
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Sing, Y., Ramdial, P.K., Ramburan, A. & Sewram, V. 2014. Cytokeratin expression in gastrointestinal stromal
tumors: morphology, meaning, and mimicry. Indian J Pathol Microbiol 57(2): 209–216.
Slegtenhorst, S., Visser, J., Burke, A. & Meyer, R. 2014. Antioxidant intake in paediatric oncology patients.
Clin Nutr. 1: 1–5.
Stefan, D.C. 2014. Effect of HIV infection on the outcome of cancer therapy in children. Lancet Oncol 15(12):
e562–e567.
Stefan, D.C., Baadjes, B. & Kruger, M. 2014. Incidence of childhood cancer in Namibia: the need for registries
in Africa. Pan Afr Med J 17: 191–196.
Stefan, D.C. & Lutchman, R. 2014. Burkitt lymphoma: epidemiological features and survival in a South
African centre. Infect Agent Cancer 9: 19–24.
Van Rensburg, A., Neethling, G.S. & Schubert, P.T. et al. 2014. Impact of routine sputum cytology in a
population at high risk for bronchial carcinoma. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis 18(5): 607–612.
Vaubell, J.I., Sing, Y. & Ramburan, A. et al. 2014. Pediatric plasmablastic lymphoma: a clinicopathologic
study. Int J Surg Pathol 22(7): 607–616.
Wolkenhauer, O., Auffray, C. & Brass, O. et al. 2014. Enabling multiscale modeling in systems medicine.
Genome Med 6(3): 21–23.

International Oral Presentations
Sewram, V. Poor oral health, alcohol-containing mouthwashes and acetaldehyde. International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC) and World Health Organisation (WHO) Priority Evaluations Meeting,
France. 7–9 April 2014.
Sewram, V. Medical marijuana and cancer risk. International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) and
World Health Organization (WHO) Priority Evaluations Meeting, France. 7–9 April 2014.
Sewram, V. Cancer in Africa and the Importance of Prevention. Opening of the first Cancer Prevention
Centre and Mobile Unit by the Akbaraly Foundation in Madagascar. 24 May 2014.
Sewram, V. Mobilising a co-ordinated response for cancer prevention in Africa. 8th Stop Cervical, Breast &
Prostate Cancer in Africa Conference (SCCA), Windhoek, Namibia. 20–22 July 2014.

International and Local Stakeholder Engagement
Prof Sewram was invited by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) to the Priority Evaluations
Meeting in France to serve as a member of the International Advisory Group to recommend agents for
consideration as potential carcinogens into the IARC Monographs series that will be developed from
2015 to 2019 (7–9 April 2014, Lyon, France).
Prof Sewram was invited by the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center to co-chair the session,
“Multimodality Approach Overcoming Refractoriness in Gastrointestinal Malignancies”, at the MD
Anderson’s Global Academic Programs (GAP) Annual Conference 2014 (1–3 May 2014, Seoul, South
Korea).
Prof Sewram and Prof Johann Schneider, head of the Division of Anatomical Pathology, met with Dr Sylvia
Silver, Director of the George Washington University site of the AIDS and Cancer Specimen Resource
(EC ACSR), and Dr Mostafa Nokta, Director of the AIDS Cancer Clinical Program at the National Cancer
Institute, on 5 June 2014 during a site visit for the AIDS Malignancy Consortium (AMC) Sub-Saharan
African (SSA) Biorepository and AIDS Cancer Specimen Resource (ACSR). Discussions focused on the
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current status of the biorepository, its future at Stellenbosch University, as well as the potential role of
the ACI in adding further value to the biorepository for research catalysis.
Sewram, V. Peer reviewer, Department of Global Health and the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation,
University of Washington. Disease Control Priorities, third edition (DCP3), chapter 12: The Need for
National Commitments to Cancer Research to Guide Public Health Investment and Practice, June
2014.
Sewram, V. Panel reviewer, National Research Foundation (NRF) South African Research Chairs Initiative
(SARChi), 16 July 2014.
Prof Sewram did a presentation on the African Cancer Institute to a high-level delegation from the University
of California Los Angeles, who visited the FMHS on 19 August 2014 to establish potential areas for
research collaboration.
Sewram, V. Postdoctoral fellowship assessor, Claude Leon Foundation, 22 September 2014.
Sewram, V. Peer reviewer, Non-Communicable Chronic Diseases, Disabilities and Geriatrics Directorate,
National Department of Health. Draft National Integrated Plan for Cancer Prevention and Control in
South Africa 2015–2020. September 2014
Prof Sewram was invited by Beijing Alignmed International Consulting Ltd. and the China International
Exchange and Promotive Association for Medical and Health Care to attend collaborative meetings in
China (29 September – 1 October 2014).
Sewram V. On-site reviewer, National Research Foundation. SARCHi Research Chair in Indigenous
Knowledge Systems, Walter Sisulu University, 13–14 October 2014.
Prof Sewram and other staff of the Division of Radiation Oncology linked up for a meeting with Dr Laurence
Court of the Department of Radiation Physics, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center on 20
October to discuss a collaborative relationship in research. Dr Court is currently involved in several
research projects related to cancer care in Africa.
Prof Sewram participated in the MDACC Sister Institution Network Fund (SINF) meeting on 11 November
2014 to discuss the merits of grant applications submitted to the SINF for funding.
Prof Sewram was invited by the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) and its partners, the
World Health Organization (WHO), the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), along with 250 high-level participants, to an exclusive
annual World Cancer Leadership Summit. This summit included representatives from the United
Nations agency partners, ministries of health, international cancer and non-communicable diseases
(NCD) organisations and private sector leaders. This year’s summit was entitled, “The Economic Case
for Cancer Control” (3 December 2014, Melbourne, Australia).
Prof Sewram attended the World Cancer Congress 2014, which was hosted by the Cancer Council of Australia
in Melbourne, Australia from 30–6 December 2014. The theme for the 2014 Congress was “Joining
forces – Accelerating progress”. During the conference, Prof Sewram met with key stakeholders to
outline the vision of the ACI and discuss options for enhancing the ACI’s role in international cancer
control. This included the rollout of training programmes and mentorship, collaborative projects and
cancer-prevention strategies.

Media Interactions
Sewram, V. 2014, January. Making strides against cancer in South Africa. Cancer Prevention: A National
Newsletter and Website from New York-Presbyterian Hospital Issue 22(Fall/Winter): 3. [Online]
Available: http://www.nypcancerprevention.com/features/south_africa.html.
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Sewram, V. 2014, 4 February. Country braces for more cancer deaths. Health-e. [Online] Available: http://
www.health-e.org.za/2014/02/04/country-braces-cancer-deaths/.
Sewram, V. 2014, 4 February. World Cancer Day. Radio Lotus FM, newsbreak.
Sewram, V. 2014, 4 February. World Cancer Day. Radio Cape Talk, the breakfast show.
Sewram, V. 2014, 5 February. Six steps to reduce your cancer risk. Health-e [Online] Available: http://www.
health-e.org.za/2014/02/05/six-steps-reduce-risk-cancer/.
Sewram, V. 2014, 5 February. Longer life: More cancer. The STAR: 8.
Sewram, V. 2014, 5 February. SA Faces ‘Tsunami of Cancer’. The STAR AFRICA: 10.
Sewram, V. 2014, 5 February. Tsunami of cancer cases looms. Pretoria News, late final: 8.
Sewram, V. 2014, 1 October. The Brief. Forbes Africa Woman: 10.
Sewram, V. 2014, 12 October. New technology to aid in detection of cancerous cells. CNBCAFRICA.com
[Online] Available: http://www.cnbcafrica.com/news/special-report/2014/10/11/technology-cancercells-detection/.
Sewram, V. 2014, Fall. Serving the underserved, MD Anderson is taking care to where the cancer burden
is heaviest. Conquest [Online] Available: http://www.mdanderson.org/publications/conquest/
issues/2014-fall/conquest-fall-2014-serving-the-underserved.html.

TRAINING AND SUPPORT
Postgraduate Research Supervision
El Koha, Omran. El Koha, PhD, University of KwaZulu-Natal (ongoing). Topic: The effect of chemotherapy
on lymphocyte populations and its association with secondary infections in patients diagnosed with
breast cancer. (Supervisor: Vikash Sewram).
Naidoo, Dhaneshree. Naidoo, PhD, University of KwaZulu-Natal (ongoing). Topic: The role of plant-derived
natural products in the modulation of cytokines implicated in cancer-induced cachexia. (Supervisor:
Vikash Sewram)
Paken, Jessica. Paken, PhD, University of KwaZulu-Natal (ongoing). Topic: Cisplatin-associated ototoxicity
amongst patients receiving cancer chemotherapy and the feasibility of an audiological monitoring
program at Grey’s Hospital. (Supervisor: Vikash Sewram).

DST-NRF Interns
The African Cancer Institute hosted the following two interns during the 2014 NRF-DST Internship
Programme:
Chad Davids
Plaxedes Shoniwa
The interns received exposure to research methods, scientific writing and protocol development
and contributed to research efforts within the Institute.
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Continuing Professional Development: Seminars, Workshops and Training
Attended by Staff
Staff of the Institute attended a number of events relating to continuing professional development.
These are listed below.
SEMINARS

A health professional is more than a clinical expert: The CanMEDS competency-based model of speciality
training. Centre for Health Professions Education and Stellenbosch University Rural Medical Education
Partnership Initiative (SURMEPI), Stellenbosch University, Tygerberg Campus, 24 June 2014.
Planning for the twilight years: Why do we need more biostatisticians. Centre for Evidence-based Health
Care, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Stellenbosch University, Tygerberg Campus, 7 July
2014.
Health research ethics application process – Getting it right. Division of Research Development and
Support, Stellenbosch University, Tygerberg Campus, 29 July 2014.
National Development Plan and how universities can contribute to the realisation of Vision 2030.
Stellenbosch University, Tygerberg Campus, 4 August 2014.
WORKSHOP

Prevention is a cure of cancer. Where are we in the struggle against cancer in prevention in South Africa?
CANSA, CANSA Science and Resource Centre, Cape Town, 6 June 2014.
TRAINING

Writing skills for effective minute and business writing. Stellenbosch University Language Centre, Cape
Town, 5 June 2014.
Science writing and presentation skills course. NRF-DST, iThemba Labs Auditorium, Cape Town, 3–4
September 2014.
Good clinical practice for the research team. Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Stellenbosch
University, Tygerberg Campus, 16–17 October 2014.
Basic project management. NRF-DST, Cape Town, 1–2 December 2014.
Optimisation of endocrine therapy in advanced breast cancer – New insights and therapeutic options.
Cape Town, 18 September 2014.
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